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What impact do business and economic decisions have on society?

[bookmark: _GoBack]	In the most basic terms, business is the backbone of society.  Whether the business model for a society is Market, Traditional, Planned, or Mixed it defines the lives of those that live within it which defines the quality of life of it’s inhabitants by the amount of happiness they can obtain based upon the work they can do.
	As we have all seen in our modern society, we are the sum of the parts of our past development and nothing has a greater influence on the structure of our society than the way that we do business.  	If the individual has the right and responsibility of to seek employment and it is not the duty of any outside force or entity, then we are truly in a free market system.  We will be successful or failures based entirely upon the individual’s effort to work, and be a vital part of business.
	Consider a society where everyone is told what work they can do, where they can live in relation to that work, and lastly that this is their only option and it is required.  This society may perform well, but not typically under the individual’s own initiative.  Since people in general strive to maximize their own happiness they will not usually perform at maximum productivity when under duress1.  Along similar lines, if we have a traditional economic system it may not be as efficient or gratifying for the individual, but may be extremely gratifying to the family.  Since trade and profession are dictated by passing from senior household member to junior, this may cause a great amount of pride and prestige for those with desired commodities and services, but again those that collect refuse may not look upon the family business with as much favor as those that run a brewery or perhaps produce fine furniture.
	The strongest example of business impacted by society changes was visible to all of modern man in the form of the collapse of the Soviet Union due to an economic model that failed.  This has caused speculation that may or may not be correct that as we have a minority of the population of a society that has more control, money, and power than do the majority that the structure just cannot support itself and there will be fewer and fewer opportunities for business as the situation escalates.  Some feel that by feeding American desires for profit and maximizing quality of life that in the end we are setting our society up to fail.  As one author writes “Once, the U.S. Dollar was as good as gold, preferred over most other currencies; it wasn’t a declining remnant of a one –time prosperity steadily dwindling in response to self-serving.”3
	Depending on the type of work that one does and how much of our time we must devote to doing it will affect our interaction with our neighbors and also define our circle of influence.  Those that make a great deal of money have the freedom to travel abroad, encourage growth in other business by being larger consumers of goods and services, and by expanding business opportunities by having capital to start new business if allowed.   In regions where business is lacking or underdeveloped, citizens do not have as many options to work and be a part of a business as compared to individualistic survival of producing all of their own as William Wordsworth states “The world is too much with us; late and soon, getting and spending, we lay waste our powers”2 as Wadsworth eloquently conveys to us with vivid imagery we can take from the land but what we do with it is what shapes us as that which business is to us it is our society when we contemplate how we work, interact with our businesses and interact with the opportunities that we create and are created that we can benefit from. 
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